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COMMUNICATION

Community is very important to me.  In order to maintain a positive and peaceful community, we need to trust each other and have open communication.  By working together, we can provide a wonderful learning environment for your child and for your family.  You are your child’s first teacher so help me open the door to the world of learning in a school environment. Communication from the classroom will consist of Friday emails.  All classroom information/schedules will be available at any time on our Classroom Website (www.kristinlarrea.weebly.com).  Please use this site as a resource for curriculum updates, upcoming events, snack schedules, birthday information and opportunities for involvement.  I will post pictures of your kiddos working in the classroom (no names will be used).  Please let me know if you would prefer your child not be placed on our site.  I will also contact you personally as needs arise or when something great happens.  Please know that you may do the same at any time!  I love stories about home. 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
A positive and peaceful community is important for our learning and social development.  The following community rules are expected from everyone in our environment. 

Treat others as you want to be treated (Follow the Golden Rule)
Quiet voices
Walking feet
Hands on our own bodies
Respect others work and concentration
Respectful listening

Social and emotional development at the primary level is very important.  We aim to guide your children to get along with others and to respect others work and concentration.  We also hope to instill a sense of pride in being respectful as well as an understanding that respectful behavior brings peace to our environment.

CLASSROOM LEARNING
Your children will be given lessons in all curricular areas of the classroom.  These lessons are a means of introducing many works to your child so that he may then go forth and choose his work according to his interests.  During the three year cycle, we see a very interesting transformation of the child.  As a three year old, the child spends much of his time absorbing his environment through observation while experimenting with work and learning.  As a four year old, the child spends more time making choices in his area of interest, becoming a bigger part of his learning adventure.  When the child enters kindergarten, he is ready to take the room by storm, working, teaching, guiding the youngers, and making choices for his own learning that will best suite his development.  As teachers, we are there to guide this development, offering lessons and helping him to make choices.  We prepare the environment so that it is beautiful and presented as the child's home for learning.

 

SEPARATING FROM YOUR CHILD
During the first week of school, you are welcome to hang out with your kiddo while we wait for the bell to ring.  Once the bell has rung and we are lined up, we will ask parents to say goodbye as we move indoors for our first day together.  Beginning the second week, our school safety policy will go back into place and all adults must sign in at the office to be anywhere on school property.  As a parent, I understand how hard it is to leave your child in a new place. Your child will pick up on your feelings so please do your best to provide a smooth transition by smiling and showing trust in us teachers. We promise to use compassion as we comfort and welcome your child to his/her learning environment. 
SNACK

Your child will be preparing his/her own snack, as this is part of the Montessori curriculum.  A snack menu will be sent home every other month with requested family donations that include a variety of nutritious foods for growing minds and bodies.  Water will always be available in the room; however we encourage you to send a labeled water bottle for your child to keep at school.  All bottles will be sent home on your child’s last scheduled day of the week for cleaning.  The snack menu will begin the first day of school so please take the time to check the attached menu.  Thank you!!
*****Allergies:  If you child has food allergies, please contact me as soon as possible. 
LUNCH TIME 
KINDERGARTEN and ALL DAY PRESCHOOL children will eat lunch in the cafeteria.  You may choose to pack a lunch or purchase the school lunch.  If packing a lunch, please keep in mind child-friendly containers and food packaging.  Please take the opportunity to practice packing and unpacking a lunch box with your child and showing him how to take care of uneaten food, trash, etc.  We will reinforce these skills during the first weeks of school.

School lunches may be purchased for $2.70 per lunch.  There are usually two choices on the menu each day (menus may be found on the Snack/Menus page on our classroom website.  You may pay in advanced for several lunches and your child will have an account set up with a lunch balance.   Milk may be purchased for 50 cents, daily or off the account.  

If your child will be having school lunch or milk on a non-consistent basis it will be helpful if you verbally prep your child in the morning as a reminder.  Going over the lunch choices will also help your child make lunch choices independently once they arrive at school.  
REST TIME

Kindergarten rest time is called “silent reading”.  It consists of sitting quietly on a rug for 20-30 minutes while reading from personal book boxes.  These book boxes are filled with books the children “shop” for from around the room.  Kindergarten children will not use bedding during silent reading.   
All day preschool children will rest on cots for 20-30 minutes with more time for sleepers.  Please send blanket/small pillows in at the beginning of the week. All bedding should be able to fit in a 5 gallon zip lock bag.  We use these for sanitary safety.  We will send bedding home on your child’s last scheduled day of the week for cleaning.

PARENT OBSERVATIONS
Parents are welcome to observe in the classroom. That being said, it has been suggested by many Montessori teachers that parents wait until after the first six weeks of school so that the children have time to acclimate to the environment. The environment is prepared for your child to achieve independence.  They need time to make it their own and build their community. Thank you for your patience.
VOLUNTEERS

Our primary environment is enriched with support from our families.  With your help we will cook, clean, sew, question, discover and enjoy.  Please do consider sharing your time and/or talent with us. More information to come.
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays, in the Montessori classroom, are celebrated in a very unique way.  This special celebration includes the children in class, parents, siblings and any other family members you wish to invite.  All of the children sit in a circle on the floor around a candle that represents the sun.  The birthday child walks around the circle while carrying a small globe.  Each trip around the “sun” represents one year in the child’s life.  As the child walks, his or her parent talks about the milestones for each year. 
Example:  “Joey was born on March 3, 1997 in Traverse City, Michigan at 6:00 in the evening.  During his first year of life, he learned to crawl, stand-up and feed himself.  He smiled first at his mom.  At the end of the year, Joey was one-year-old.” The story continues until the child reaches his or her current age.  We realize that schedules are tight and busy, if you cannot be here, we will be more than happy to tell the story for you.  You may also wish to send a few photos of your child to show his/her growth.  The pictures will be placed on a table for the children to look at during work time. 

Sharing a snack for a birthday celebration is a favorite among the children.  You may choose to do this by providing a nutritious snack for the class or by preparing a cooking project for the children.  Appropriate snacks include cut fruit or veggies, crackers/cheese, muffins, bagels/cream cheese, trail mix, fresh bread.  Fun cooking projects might include smoothies, bagel or english muffin pizzas, quesadillas, pancakes, etc.  Please contact us at least a week in advance if you want to cook with the children.  Snacks sent in will be served during work time.  
Please save “sweet treats” for your at-home celebration.
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PRIMARY MORNING DROP OFF AND PEACEFUL GOODBYE PROCEDURES
PRIMARY MORNING DROP OFF - IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR 2017-18
· Morning drop off is from 8:00-8:10
· Primary families will now park and walk up to the primary playground gates on Thirteenth Street.
· IMPORTANT!  There will no longer be a moving carline.
· Teaching staff will be present at the large gate with classroom sign in sheets for preschool families.
· Preschoolers need to be signed in and out every day. 
· Primary families with multiple children may use the primary gate for all children.
· Teaching staff must be present before you drop your child off.
· DO NOT DROP OFF YOUR CHILD WITHOUT AN ADULT PRESENT!
· Please arrive with your child dressed for the weather, as we will begin our day outdoors.
· If you arrive after we have entered the building, you will need to go through the office doors and sign your child in.
INCLEMENT WEATHER PLAN FOR MORNING DROP OFF
· In case of rain or extreme cold (below 0 wind-chill), you will need to park and walk your child up to the Thirteenth St. doors to say good-bye.
· Preschool families, please remember to sign in.
· If you arrive after 8:10, you will need to enter through the office doors and sign your child in.

END OF DAY DISMISSAL:
PRIMARY PEACEFUL GOODBYE– HALF DAY (PRESCHOOL ONLY) 8:15-11:18
· Please park and join us at the primary playground gate (same as drop off)
· Half day children are dismissed at the end of our morning recess.  
· Please wait outside the gate until an adult has walked over to join the children who are going home
· PLEASE remember to sign out 
· Any child not picked up by 11:25 will be safely waiting in the office
PEACEFUL GOODBYES – WHOLE DAY 8:15-3:07:   Our class will be peacefully waiting inside or outside our classroom door when the bell rings at 3:07.  Please keep the following in mind:
· We will be outside for recess at the end of the day.  Parents must wait outside the fence until our communities have lined up and the school bell has rung.
· Once the school bell rings, swing open the gates and walk to your child’s classroom exit door. 
· Your class may be lined up outside the classroom door, or they may be waiting patiently inside.
· Preschool families are legally required to sign out.
· Multiple children in a family meet at the youngest child’s peaceful goodbye location.
· Your child will be asked to shake hands, make eye contact and say goodbye to the teacher.
PLEASE CONSIDER THESE SAFETY CONCERNS DURING DROP OFF/PICK UP
· Children should always exit the car from the curbside of the street

· USE THE CROSS WALKS if you are walking your child across the street

· During inclement weather plan, the thirteenth street doors will always be locked.  Staff and students only please.  

· ALL ADULTS must use the office doors and sign in as a visitor to our building 

· Teaching staff must be present before you drop your child off in the morning.

· REMEMBER TO BE AN ALERT, COURTEOUS, & SAFE DRIVER
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ALL CHILDLREN:

· SMALL plant to keep in the classroom ~ This living plant will be the responsibility of your child.  
· A two-pocket folder ~ peaceful pictures only please (used for home/school communication)

· Inside shoes – ALSO USED FOR GYM (SLIP ON OR VELCRO PLEASE)

· Backpack (no wheels please) ~ large enough to hold winter gear/extra clothing but respectfully small enough to accommodate shared locker space

· Labeled Water Bottle– Sent home for washing on your child’s last scheduled day of the week
· A Set of Extra Clothing in a ziplock type baggie to keep in your child’s backpack.  Please label the bag.  
· Box of #2 pencils

KINDERGARTEN ONLY:
· 2 composition books
· 1 inch 3-ring binder with vinyl see through cover on the front

· 3-ring pencil pouch

· Box of colored pencils to be placed in pencil pouch.

· 5-10 pictures of your child involved in activity (used for beginning writing/storytelling) 
PRESCHOOL ONLY:
· Rest time warm fuzzies ~ May include a blanket, small pillow and/or small stuffed friend.  All items need to fit in a five gallon Ziploc bag for sanitary reasons.  All bedding will be sent home on your child’s last scheduled day of the week. We will provide the bag.

· Box of thin markers

OPTIONAL ITEMS WE USE A LOT OF IN OUR CLASSROOM (

Dish soap            


Paper plates                           

Hand soap

Tacky glue/ Modge podge

Scotch tape
5oz. dixie cups
Glue sticks

Ziplocs (gallon)

Staples

Construction paper

Chalk

Elmers glue

Cardstock

Thank you!!
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“Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is acquired not by listening to words, but by experiences in the environment.”





“Never do for a child what the child can do for himself.”


~Maria Montessori
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